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Principal's Message 
  
This is an important week when parents have the opportunity to meet their 
children's teachers as well as other parents of the class. I really hope that as 
many parents as possible take this opportunity, even if you have been before and 
feel that you "know it all", I believe that you will gain something from attending. 
Let's set a record - which class can get the most parents I wonder? Maybe we will 
have a prize. 

Tuesday 5.30pm Kindergarten and MC classes. 6.15pm Years 3 and 4, including 
2/3H 

Wednesday 5.30pm Years 1 & 2, 6.15pm Years 5 and 6, including 4/5 class. 

Don't forget the book fair that is on as well - 4.30-6.15 under the COLA in the top 
playground on Tuesday and Wednesday.  

Home Reading for Kindergarten - Year 2 starts today. Thank you to the 
parents who assist with this. Every child - which is now well over 300 - has the 
opportunity to take home a reader every afternoon. Parents should spend a few 
minutes reading with their child. If the child can read the book independently, that 
is great, if they can't, then you read it together with them, pointing at the words 
and talking about the story. Then the parent signs off that the book has been read, 
and returns it for another one the next day. A big brother or sister can also be the 
one to read with your child. This daily reading greatly assists your child's reading 
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progress. The books are generally at an easy reading level, except for 
kindergarten at the early stages.  

If you would like to assist with the job of changing the books, pop in to the room 
where the uniform shop is. You can just do it one day a week, many hands make 
light work. Thank you. 

Community Action Team 

On Monday next week we will have the first meeting of this important team. The 
team is made up of parents, teachers and senior students, who meet about twice 
each term. We plan ways to improve community school connections. Last year we 
started some parent whatsapp groups, the Holroyd Gardens meet ups and held a 
wonderful multicultural week celebration. We look forward to further developing 
ideas this year, and have gained some useful suggestions from our community 
forums last year. I hope that some of our parents from last year will continue with 
the group, and look forward to some new parents joining us. If you are interested, 
please let me know. 

Enrichment Fees 

Thank you to those parents who have already paid their fees. We choose not to 
have voluntary contributions at Parramatta West, the money that we ask for goes 
directly to your children. Don't forget that you can pay online, and you can pay it 
off over the year.  

Attendance 

Getting into a good routine early in the year is important. Please make sure that 
your child is at school every day unless they are sick and in bed, not going off to 
the shops with you! If they are away for more than two days they should have 
been to the doctor and have a doctor's certificate. Please send in a note as soon 
as your child returns to school explaining the absence. It is a legal requirement of 
schools to record this information.  

We are already receiving requests for school exemption from families. Please 



note that absences for holidays will not be granted as exemptions. We need to 
know that you are going, but your child will be marked as on leave, not exempt. 
Any absence from school has a serious impact on your child's education. While I 
fully understand your need to visit family overseas - I too have family overseas - I 
also know that it is possible to arrange for these visits to occur during school 
holidays. This is what I did when my children were of school age. Yes, there are 
sometimes events over which you have no control, but I request that you limit your 
children's time away from school as much as possible. When you are overseas, 
please continue to get your children to participate in learning through online 
means and workbooks available from newsagents. You can stay connected with 
school and the learning here through our closed Facebook groups. Thank you. 

Facebook 

Our new closed Facebook groups are now up and running. There will be more 
information at the meet the teacher night. I encourage you to get linked in as there 
will be valuable information there to assist you to see what is happening in the 
classrooms and enable you to ask questions about anything that is going on.  

 Looking forward to seeing many of you on Tuesday or Wednesday night. I will be 
available as well for any questions, or just a chat. 

 Anthea Donaldson 

Principal 
  
Stage News 

Kindergarten 

We have another busy week ahead in Kindergarten! We started our Gym Fun 
program today and students will also have class sport during the week where they 
will work on developing their fundamental movement skills.  Please make sure 
your child is dressed appropriately for their sports days. 



Tomorrow night from 5:30pm – 6:15pm is our “Meet the teacher” night.  Due to the 
size of Kindergarten we are having our meetings in several locations. 
• KAB and KC in KC classroom 

• KK and KH in KK classroom 

• KS and KT in KT classroom 

• KN in KN classroom 

These meeting are an opportunity to find out what is happening in the 
Kindergarten classrooms this year. Teachers will not be discussing individual 
students and their progress with parents, this will happen later in the year at 
parent teacher interviews. 

This week in Mathematics children will continue to learn about numbers 0-10 and 
will also look at sorting and classifying objects by size, colour and shape. 

Each week in the newsletter we will also be listing the sight words that each class 
will be focusing on. These will vary from class to class as they are based on the 
books that each class is working on that week and sometimes words will be 
revisited. By the end of term all students will have learnt the same list of words 
(which was sent home earlier this term, please see you teacher if you need 
another copy). Words for this week are 

KAB - this, is, my, us 

KC – I, am, can, a 

KH – the, in, is, my 

KK – in, went, the, and  

KN – I, and, the, can 



KS – I, and, the, my 

KT – I, me, my, the, went 

Have your child practise reading and writing these words at home and also 
encourage them to find them in books they are reading. 

Have a great week. 

Mrs Armour 

Year 1  

All Year 1 parents are invited to meet their child's teacher this Wednesday 
February 22nd at 5:30pm. We are looking forward to meeting you and discussing 
some of the exciting things coming up this year. Meetings will take place in the 
following locations: 
• 1M & 1K will be meeting in 1K classroom 
• 1J & 1F will be meeting in 1F classroom 
• 1S & 1H will be meeting in 1H classroom 

Both Tuesday and Wednesday evening the book fair will on from 4:30pm - 
6:15pm, under the COLA or in the hall. Come and check out some of the great 
books available for purchase. 

Home readers will start this week. These readers will be exchanged daily and are 
an excellent resource to support your child’s reading at home. Homework will also 
begin today. It is required back at school on Thursday so students can receive 
feedback on Friday. 

As is hot, it is important that all children are wearing a hat and have a drink bottle 
daily. Please ensure these are labeled with their names so they can be easily 
returned. 

Maths Focus for this week: 



• Counting and writing numbers to 20. 
• Ordering numbers on a number line 

Be sure to regularly check out our closed year 1 Facebook group for more 
learning links, tips, ideas and examples of our teaching and learning. 

Miss McSpadden 

  
Year 2 

Welcome to Week 5! Year 2 is continuing our amazing start to the year. Classes 
have all settled in well and I have been hearing lots of positive comments from the 
teachers regarding the learning that is taking place in their classrooms. You may 
have heard some big words such as Velociraptor, Mesozoic, extinct or fossils be 
spoken about by your child. Some classes have even had dinosaurs laying eggs 
and students watching them hatch! We are enjoying learning facts about 
dinosaurs, but also using our imagination. 

Below are the Maths and English topics and specific weekly focus. Talk with your 
child about what they are learning. Don’t forget to check out our closed Year 2 
Facebook page where we will be posting photos, learning links, You tube videos 
and more! 

Maths Focus 

• To be able to count by tens 
• To be able to compare numbers and order them from smallest to 

largest or largest to smallest 

Over the next few weeks, we will be focusing on Numbers and place value 
beyond 100 in our maths lessons. Our specific learning intentions (what students 
are learning to do) will be: 

                                                                        English Focus 

These are the topics Year 2 teachers will be addressing this term. Please be 



advised that depending on the needs of their students, classroom teachers may 
choose to change the sequence and timing of the topics. 

• Writing 

Theme: Dinosaurs 

Week 5                                      Week 6                             Week 7 

Iguanodon                                 Oviraptor                           Velociraptor 

Week 8                                      Week 9                             Week 10 

Diplodocus                                  Spinosaurus                     Albertosaurus 

Week 11 

Apatosaurus 

Students will be learning to write a variety of informative texts about the dinosaur 
of the week. 

• Reading 

Author Study: Nick Bland 

In addition to reading books about dinosaurs, students will be studying the author 
Nick Bland. We will be looking at the concepts of theme and narrative. Students 
will be using comprehension strategies to respond to and analyse the story books. 

• Topic Talks 

As part of our speaking and listening program students will be asked to present a 
short topic talk each week. Students should aim to speak for approximately 2 
minutes. It is important that your child prepares for these talks so that they are 



confident in presenting to the class. Please see your child’s classroom teacher if 
you have any questions.   

This week’s topic talk: 

Week 5- Goal Setting: What do you think you do well now? Think about areas 
like English, maths, art, sport or music. What areas would you like to improve in 
this year? Why have you chosen these areas and who can help you achieve your 
goals? 

Meet the Teacher Night is this Wednesday, 22nd February. Sessions begin at 
5:30pm, in the following locations. Talks will focus on Maths and Facebook. We 
will then spilt off into individual classes where you will talk more with your child’s 
teacher and get specific information about the class. 

YEAR 2    -  2L, 2B and 2N - 2B classroom 

                    2P and 2G  - 2G classroom  

The Year 2 Teachers look forward to meeting as many parents as possible. 

K - 2 assemblies start this Friday in the hall at 2pm. 2B will be hosting and 
performing at this week's assembly. Please come along and join us in celebrating 
our achievements and learning. 
  

Mrs Batac 

Year 3 and Year 4 

Congratulations to our newly elected Stage 2 SRC representatives who received 
their badges and said their pledge proudly at today’s Investiture Assembly. I know 
that they will be fantastic representatives of their classes and their school this 
year. 



Tomorrow we will be holding our Meet the Teacher night at 6:15pm. We look 
forward to meeting as many parents as possible! 
• 2/3H, 3P, 3K and 3S will meet in the Library at 6:15pm 

• 4S, 4J and 4H will meet in 4J’s classroom at 6:15pm 

Homework starts this week. Please make sure that your child has a scrapbook for 
homework. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask your child’s 
teacher. Our homework aims to provide students with opportunities to practise 
concepts learnt at school, demonstrate initiative and show their creativity. We also 
want you to be involved in homework through our ‘Quick Chats’, promoting 
conversation and speaking skills. All students will be provided with homework 
feedback at the end of the week. 

Have you joined our Facebook page yet? Our closed Year group pages are set up 
and we are starting to share snapshots of our classrooms and learning links to 
help you when working with your child at home. We will be discussing this more 
tomorrow night. Go and take a look! 

Maths focus areas for this week: 

Go to our Facebook pages for learning links! 
• Year 3 – Reading, writing and building numbers to / beyond 1000; 

understanding odd and even numbers 

• Year 4 – Reading and writing numbers beyond 1000; comparing and ordering 
large numbers 

I look forward to seeing you tomorrow evening. Have a wonderful week everyone! 

Miss Stuart  

Year 5 and Year 6 

Today is an exciting day for many members of Stage 3, as some students will be 



participating in the investiture assembly and receiving their badges for the various 
leadership roles they have been selected for. Congratulations to those students 
and I am sure they will uphold the pledges they will be making today! 

‘Meet The Teacher Night’ is on Wednesday 22nd February at 6:15pm. We will 
be starting in 6R for Year six parents and in 5D for Year five parents (including 
4/5M).  It would be great to have as many parents as possible come along! We 
will be discussing Facebook and how it can help us be connected, as well as 
Mathematics and general information about the year ahead. 

A separate night for High school applications will be run the following Wednesday 
the 1st of March to assist all Year six parents complete the high school forms 
correctly. 

In mathematics we have been learning about: 

Year 5: Place value up to the millions, ordering decimals and applying this 
knowledge in addition and subtraction. 

Year 6: Place value up to the billions, ordering large numbers and learning about 
negative and positive numbers. 

Miss Richards 

  

  
Library News 

  
Bookclub has been ordered and should be here some time this week. 

Bookfair is here so we would love to see you on Tuesday or Wednesday 
afternoon when you come to the Meet the teacher meetings. I have an eftpos 
machine so I am ready for mums and dads who want to spend up big. 

Don't forget to bring your proper library bag to library lessons to borrow your 



books. Kindergarten has now started to borrow so they should also have a library 
bag with their name clearly marked. Not a plastic bag please. 

Mrs Sell 
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